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https://kathmandupost.com/visual-stories/2024/11/28/smog-shrouds-kathmandu-skies-obscuring-hills-and-mountains?fbclid=IwY2xjawHbVVhleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQky2N9I7CTDnOeezu3T0uwElXABnrlXyKI3uI0LGycLBdUtqR9Y1eNQDA_aem_B2g_x0FLgZZly8zwibTzpA
https://kathmandupost.com/health/2024/12/27/over-1-500-children-in-banke-found-malnourished

Disasters claim 750 lives, cause
economic loss of Rs 4 billion in
2024

In 2024, disasters in Nepal resulted in 750 deaths, more than
double the fatalities of the previous year, and caused economic
losses of NPR 4 billion. Landslides were the deadliest, alongside
floods, fires, and lightning strikes, while 1,510 people were
injured, 66 went missing, and thousands of houses and animal

sheds were destroyed or damaged. The government revised the

Disaster Victims Rescue and Relief Standards, introducing compensation for displaced individuals, financial
assistance for the next of kin of deceased persons, and support for landless victims. Enhanced search and rescue
operations, including standby personnel and pre-positioned materials, were mandated. However, challenges in timely
execution remain, as evidenced by unresolved cases of missing persons. These events highlight Nepal's urgent need
for improved disaster preparedness and response systems.

Rice production may
decline this year: Ministry
of Agriculture

Rice production in Nepal is expected to decline by up
to 2% in 2024 due to adverse weather conditions,
particularly heavy rains on September 27-28, which
affected rice crops in the Madhesh and Bagmati
provinces. The storms impacted around 57,000
hectares of rice fields in Madhesh and caused soil
erosion in Siraha and Saptari, further damaging crops.
Despite this setback, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock Development has reported a slight increase
in rice production for the fiscal year 2023/24, attributing
it to a lack of flooding in 2023 and early fertilizer supply.
This situation highlights the vulnerability of Nepal's
agricultural sector to climate variability, underscoring
the need for effective adaptation strategies to
safeguard food security.

Floods, landslides incur
loss over Rs 13 billion in
energy and irrigation
sector

In September 2024, Nepal experienced severe floods
and landslides that inflicted over NPR 13 billion in
damages to the energy and irrigation sectors. The
Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) reported that 27
hydropower projects, including 19 under construction,
suffered losses totaling NPR 6 billion. Additionally,
transmission and distribution lines incurred damages of
approximately NPR 160 million. The irrigation and river
control infrastructure faced damages amounting to
NPR 4.98 billion at the federal level, with Bagmati
Province alone accounting for NPR 2.43 billion. Rural
electrification projects also experienced losses of
around NPR 207.1 million. In response, the Ministry of
Energy, Water Resources, and Irrigation has pledged to
implement measures to prevent future damages from
such disasters.

Where are we heading towards?
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Petroleum exploration in Dailekh progresses; merely 70
meters of drilling left

Petroleum exploration in Dailekh district, Nepal, has reached its final phase, with 3,930 meters of drilling completed
and only 70 meters remaining. Initiated on May 10, 2024, in the Jaljale area of Bhairabi Rural Municipality-1, the
project is funded by a NPR 2.5 billion grant from the Chinese government. A team of 80 Chinese and Nepali personnel
is conducting the work, which includes seismic, geological, magnetotelluric, and geochemical surveys. The
Department of Mines and Geology, in collaboration with the China Geological Survey and Cibu Drilling Engineering
Company, aims to complete the drilling by the end of December 2024.

Machhapuchhre Himal’'s Snow Cover Decline Raises
Climate Alarm
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https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/household-air-pollution-and-health?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAj9m7BhD1ARIsANsIIvDDdsAJMra70qW5kScb-l6eLL3U6Y6rlYFA2czp1bKggRBD4B3RlCsaAlpyEALw_wcB
https://www.fhi360.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/resource-nepal-air-report.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/12/1158621#:~:text=The%20year%202024%20is%20set,World%20Meteorological%20Organization%20(WMO).
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