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1. Background
Air pollution is established as a major threat to human health. According to the State of Global Air 2018
report, 95 percent of the world's population is breathing unhealthy air. Air pollution has become the
fourth-highest cause of death worldwide with the majority of deaths recorded in poorer nations. In 2016,
long-term exposure to air pollution contributed to the deaths of 6.1 million people from stroke, heart
attack, lung diseases and lung cancer. In Nepal, 215.6 in every 100,000 people die due to air pollution as
of 2016. The global Environmental Performance Index (EPI) 2018 has also ranked the quality of air in Nepal
among the lowest in the world.
These data present an undeniable fact that air pollution has high public health cost and is a serious
environmental concern. In order to counteract the alarming statistic, it is very important to conduct a
comprehensive air monitoring of where the pollution is most concentrated, how it occurs, what factors
are involved and how we can neutralize it. While data in relation to air pollution is being generated from
governmental and non-governmental organizations, research institutions and informal groups, data
sharing is still not practiced widely.
In this regard, Clean Energy Nepal conducted a workshop on ‘Open Data for Policy Formulation, Decision
Making and Citizen-Government Partnership to Improve Air Quality’ under I Care for Clean Air Campaign
on June 12, 2018 in Kathmandu. The workshop was conducted in collaboration with US Embassy in Nepal
to discuss on the importance of partnership and data based decisions when developing policies related to
clean air.

2. Objective
The main objective of the program was to sensitize the multiple stakeholders including newly elected
local government officials, local NGOs, media, academia and youths on air pollution and the
importance of open data standards for the effective policy formulation and implementation.


Understand the plans and policies of local government to address air pollution issues



Enhance knowledge on importance of open data and air quality management system

3. Program Participants
Around 60 participants from governmental bodies, civil society organizations, educational institutions,
informal networks, youths, media and other concerned stakeholders participated in the program.

Figure 1: Participants of the Workshop

4. Proceedings
The program commenced with the chairing of the chief guest Mr. Bidhya Sundar Shakya, Mayor of
Kathmandu Metropolitan City, Mr. Ganesh Shah, Former Minister of Environment, Ms. Sara Litke,
Regional Environment Officer for South Asia from US Embassy in Nepal, Mr. Shankar Prasad Sharma,
Senior Divisional Chemist, Department of Environment. Opening and program overview was shared
followed by three presentations and panel discussion. The presenters focused on the status of air
pollution in Nepal, policy response and use of open data for air quality management. The panel discussion
was focused on the need of air quality data and the importance of data to formulate effective policies for
air quality management.

Opening Remarks
The program commenced with the opening remarks and program overview from Ms. Rashmi Maharjan,
Program Officer, CEN. In her remarks she said, “ In this crucial stage of policy formulation in the new three

tiered federal system in Nepal, there is challenge of utilizing the data from monitoring stations to effective
policy formulation for air quality management’.

Remarks from US Embassy
Ms. Sara Litke, Regional Environment Officer for South Asia from US Embassy in Nepal remarked that the
United States has been doing several works in various nations including Nepal for Air Quality Monitoring
and is expanding to Open Data. She spoke on the need of investing in Clean Air and work in collaboration
and information sharing for effective air quality management.

Presentation 1: Policy Response for Air Quality Management in Nepal
During the presentation, Mr. Rajan Thapa, Program Manager, Clean Energy Nepal presented on the
overview of Policies in Nepal. He spoke of the trend of pollution level in Nepal and how data has been
aiding in the analysis of air quality. He highlighted the national policies formulated in response to the
degrading level of pollution. He said, “To achieve Clean Air, high priority should be given toward the
development and compliance with environmental standards, as well as the strengthening of institutional
capacity”.

Presentation 2: Air Pollution Monitoring and Reporting in Nepal
Mr. Shankar Prasad Sharma, Senior Divisional Chemist, Department of Environment presented on the
status of air pollution in Nepal. His presentation comprised of the history of air quality management in
Nepal, initiatives from Government and the brief analysis of data from existing monitoring stations. He
concluded that data are the evidence that the level of air pollution in Kathmandu is very high and urgent
attention is required to maintain the level within the National Standards from all individuals and sectors
along with the governmental bodies.

Remarks from Chief Guest
The Chief Guest of the program, Mr. Bidhya Sundar Shakya, Mayor of Kathmandu Metropolitan City urged
everyone to fulfill their individual responsibilities to make the air and the environment clean. Shakya said,
‘We are planning to introduce Electric mass transit – Mono rail which will aid in reducing the traffic
congestion and also significantly reduce air pollution level in Kathmandu Valley’. He also mentioned that
with the collaborative effort from all, Kathmandu will be able to retain its original name.

Figure 2: Mr. Bidhya Sunda Shakya, Mayor, KMC delivering his remarks

Outcome sharing of Youth Workshop
A youth workshop on Importance of Open Data for Air Quality Management was conducted on June 11,
2018 at Innovation Hub, Kathmandu. Youths from several educational institutions, youth networks, youth
councils and informal groups participated did a detail analysis of the major pollution causing sectors in
Nepal (Transport, Industry, Agriculture and Solid Waste) from various perspective and drew a set of
demands they sought from the government and the stakeholders. The demands was shared with the
stakeholders where youths demanded that the data should be easily accessible from all sectors so that
youths can be engaged in research and explore possible solutions to the problem. They also demanded
youth involvement in policy dialogues to ensure for sustainable environmental management. Along with
the demands, youths also asserted commitment to actively perform their roles and responsibility towards
air quality management.

Presentation 3: Global Scenario of Open Data Standards and its use in Policy Making for Air
Quality Management
The special speaker from United States, Christa Hasenkopf, Phd, CEO/Cofounder of OpenAQ presented
on open air quality data and how to access information and also connect community and people to offer
solutions. She introduced the concept of fully open data and how to use open data in air quality
management from Government perspective, Policy perspective and Community Members perspective.
She presented many examples of the work the global community was doing in open data and concluded
with an open invitation to share any government or research grade data to the global community. ‘We
believe that the data generated has such a tremendous impact both locally and on an international
community so that everyone can have better air quality’, said Christa in her concluding remark.

Figure 3: Youth representative Mr. Sulav Baral sharing the youth demands

Panel Discussion
The panel discussion on Open Data for Air Quality Policy-Engaging Citizen and Goverment was facilitated
by Mr. Bhushan Tuladhar, Board Member, CEN. The panelist were Mr. Ram Chandra Poudel, Office Chief,
Vehicle Fitness Testing Centre, Mr. Shankar Prasad Sharma, Senior Divisional Chemist, Department of

Environment, Mr. Sudarshan Mishra, Ward Chair, Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Ward-15, Dr. Megnath
Dhimal, Senior Research Officer, National Health Research Council, Mr. Satish Joshi, Dristi Kathmandu,
Mr. Ashesh Sharma, Kantipur Television, Mr. Pravin Raj Joshi, Rooster Logic, and Dr. Christa Hasenkopf,
Co-founder/CEO OpenAQ.
Mr. Ram Chandra Poudel briefed about the vehicle emission data being generated and the status of
compliance to the standards. He mentioned that huge amount of data from regular testing and random
roadside tests are being generated and available from the office recognizing the constitutional right to
information but open publication and sharing of the data is yet to be practiced. ‘The data can be useful
for the government to formulate policies regarding vehicle import, management and regulation because
the trend emission level can be correlated to various factors such as age and brands’, he added.
Dr. Megnath Dhimal stated that health is a major aspect affected by air pollution and we must focus on
the solution part now. Mr. Satish Joshi informed about the air quality data being generated from consumer
grade low quality sensors Dristi has installed and the work Dristi has been doing beyond raising awareness
towards advocacy, activism and driving citizen and government to action. Mr. Ashesh Sharma highlighted
the role of media to present the primary set of data in a simplified and user understandable form that
generates reaction and impact on the audience. Mr. Pravin Joshi stated that with time there is an
increasing access to good quality and profiled data from many sectors and we need to utilize such data as
a tool with consideration of privacy and security. Mr. Sudarshan Mishra expressed his commitment as a
local representative to enhance greenery in the city and also work towards air quality management. Sushil
Sharma from Central Bureau of Statistics said, “Data are being generated from many sectors and the
bureau has a key role in quality assurance, public accessibility and reliability of the data.
The discussion brought forwards various queries, suggestion and recommendation from the panelist and
the general participants. The following outcomes were generated from the panel discussion.


Data should be accessible, fully open, organized in a predictable format and connectable to other
datasets to ensure proper utility of the data.



There is a dire need of evidence based policy and thus we must prioritize research to generate
data and gather evidence.



Detailed analysis and modelling of data to analyze several processes and control measure and
hence use data as information and translate to regulatory decisions.



Data from air quality monitoring stations, vehicles, fuels should be openly accessible but we also
need ensure the privacy and security and put data into effective outcome generation.



Media has a role to convert available data into information in a publicly understandable form so
that public awareness can be enhanced.



Collaboration and information sharing with national and international agencies to share data to a
common platform.



In the new three tiered federal system, horizontal working mechanism should be implemented so
that responsibilities are shared everyone has a role in policy formulation and decision making and
implementation process.



Intergovernmental collaboration among the ministries- finance, industry, transport, environment
to work towards a common goal i.e. Clean Air.



Promote and initiate work at grassroots level through local government like promoting greenery,
cycle lane for air quality management

Figure 4: Panelists of the workshop; from left: Mr. Pravin Raj Joshi, Mr. Satish Joshi, Mr. Ashesh Sharma, Mr.
Bhushan Tuladhar(Moderator), Mr. Ram Chandra Poudel, Dr. Christa Hasenkopf, Mr. Shankar Prasad Sharma, Dr.
Megnath Dhimal and Mr. Sudarshan Mishra

5. Conclusion and Way forward
The workshop drew a common conclusion that the data should be available in a common platform and
be utilized towards achieving a common goal i.e. clean air. Data are being generated from various sectors
but the data are not fully open and the reliability of the data is not ensured. Local Government has a huge
responsibility of working at grass root level and play an active role towards air quality management. The
workshop expects to initiate data based decisions when developing policies related to clean air and Clean
Energy Nepal takes this workshop as a beginning of this process and commits to continue its work in the
future as well.
Enhancing knowledge about air pollution from grassroots level initiated from local government and youth
could be effective in Air Quality Management. The practice data sharing from various sectors and inter
coordination among the sectors and stakeholders could be the way forward for effective policy
formulation and air quality management.
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